
Technology
Health
Media

Design & Product 
Management 
Master



Degree Course

Kathryn Best
Author of the bestseller

»The Fundamental of Design Management«

»The reasons I like teaching there are twofold.  
Firstly, the people - the expert staff, the curious 

students, the commitment of everyone to evolving  
our ideas of design, innovation, marketing  
and management.  Secondly, the location  

itself, a place for creativity, materiality  
and new technology.«

Semesters abroad

We actively promote the possibility of underta-
king a stay abroad at one of our numerous 
partner universities in the third or fourth 
semester. As a result, you can strengthen your 
intercultural competences and improve your 
foreign language skills. 

Job perspectives and careers  

For graduates, perspectives are opened up as 
highly diversified designers and product 
managers in smaller and medium-sized 
companies, or as specifically-employed 
designers or product managers in larger 
companies with tasks in the following areas:

· Design:  
 Management of the design process,  
 development of an independent design   
 vocabulary, design strategy and management,  
 product design, visualisation

· Product management:  
 Briefing of new product ideas, strategies,  
 project management, market research,   
 acceptance analyses, brand identity, branding,  
 corporate identity, distribution, POS

· Media: 
 Artistic direction, advertising, graphics,   
 packaging, communications

· Development:  
 Product and design testing, new materials and  
 functions, quality management

This study course is directed at people who 
aspire to a higher qualification in the field of 
design which further develops competences 
they have already acquired, and who wish to 
develop future-orientated fields of activity in 
industry at the interface between design and 
marketing. 

Our superordinate approach »Circular Design«  
(cf. Walcher, D. & Leube, M., 2017: Kreislaufwirt-
schaft in Design und Produktmanagement /
Circular Economy in Design and Product 
Management) is not only pursued due to the 
objective of the EU Commission to introduce a 
»Circular Economy« in Europe by 2020. 
Rathermore, Kuchl, where we are located, has 
already viewed itself as a pioneer regarding 
sustainability for some time now. Significant 
systematic points can be set for a better future,  
in particular in Design & Product Management.

Today, companies are additionally faced with the 
problem of widely saturated and globalised 
consumer goods markets, the rapid pace of 
innovation and constantly developing consumer 
requirements. Design is increasingly gaining 
importance in companies to ensure that products 
keep up with the times. As a result, differentiation 
from competitors and the development of com- 
pletely new answers to the requirements of our 
times form the decisive criteria for sustainable 
corporate success. 

Therefore, we train strategically-thinking desi- 
gners and self-confident product managers who 
approach innovation in a systematic manner and 
adopt a methodical and scientific approach 
regarding design matters.



In the DPM Master course, you will learn and 
pursue design processes in which product 
design and business models are directly derived 
from knowledge gained through theory and 
empiricism. During all steps, the focus is placed 
on people, with their abilities and requirements, in 
order to achieve market viability for the products 
and services. 

In our degree course, specialist, social, methodi-
cal and system competences alike are mediated 
through project work and case studies. You will 
develop skills to act as a refreshing entrepreneur, 
but you will simultaneously be able to use 
acquired tools expediently in order to establish 
your own company. 

During your Master’s degree, you may individually 
define your Circular Design focus (furniture, 
interior or industrial design), and consolidate your 
knowledge depending on your previous training 
in various fields (e.g. design management, 
business modelling, design testing, brand, ...).

First semester

At the beginning of the degree course, you will 
run through different short projects featuring 
different tasks and roles. Within this structure, 
you will intensify your competences in design, 
marketing, technology and project management/
economics, determine your learning potentials 
and interface competence and develop the 
capacity for a change of perspective. 
Various adaptation courses enable concentration 
on personal fields of development; existing 
competences will be accredited.

Second/third semester

You will acquire the ability to organise and 
structure the process of strategy development 
and the handling of all elements of a brand in a 
competent and increasingly independent manner. 
During the process, you will learn to develop 
various problem-solving methods and apply 
these in terms of systematic innovation.    

Fourth semester

The acquired knowledge and the structure of the 
degree course will prepare you to write your 
Master’s thesis. Well-founded training in scientific 
work with methods from empirical social 
research is a requirement for reasoned design 
work argued through representative analyses 
and surveys or product tests. Based on a 
scientific and practically-relevant task question, 
you will independently develop and methodically 
substantiate your Master’s thesis.    

Research

Through our connections to the »Design 
Research Salzburg« research department, 
abbreviated as DE | RE | SA, we can ensure that 
both established and innovative methods are 
mediated and used in the degree course. 
Furthermore, through this supervision we can 
ensure that your Master’s thesis complies with 
state of the art research and the principles of 
Circular Design.

Teaching contents



Curriculum
The detailed course outline  

can be found at: 
www.fh-salzburg.ac.at/

dpm-master

ECTS:
European Credit Transfer
and Accumulation System

SWS: 
Hours per week

The shown curriculum
 is an overview.

Module Lectures  Semester

Basics 1 2 3 4

Typo & Layout 2 (1)

3D-Construction & Visualisation 1 3 (2)

Technical Product Design 1 (Material) 3 (3)

Design Dialogues 1 1 (1)

Market Research 1 1 (1)

Founding & Financing Companies 2 (1)

Product and Service Innovation 3 (2)

Anthropology & Design 1 (1)

Ethics and Sustainability Symposium 1 (1)

Design Research (Ethnography) 3 (1)

Interdisciplinary Project 7 (3)

Accompanying Project Management 1 (Basics & Teambuilding) 1 (1)

Elective Modules* 2 (2)

Intensification

Typo & Layout 2 1 (1)

3D-Construction & Visualisation 2 2 (1)

Excursion Design Culture 2 (2)

Technical Product Design 2 3 (2)

Design Dialogues 2 1 (1)

Market Research 2 1 (1)

Product Politicy 1 (1)

Design Management 2 (2)

Sales & Relationship Management 2 (1)

Basic Principles of Interaction Design 1 (1)

Basic Principles of Usability & User Experience 2 (1)

Master Thesis Seminar 1 2 (1)

Experiment & Attempt 1 (1)

Accompanying Project Management 2 1 (1)

Experimental Project 7 (2)

Elective Modules* 1 (1)

Focussing

Intercultural Communication 1 (1)

Engineering Design 3 (2)

Copyright and Design Rights 1 (1)

Strategic Design 1 (1)

Design Leadership 2 (1)

Price Management & Consumer Behaviour 2 (2)

Advanced Interaction Design 1 (1)

Advanced User Experience 1 (1)

Master Thesis Seminar 2 3 (1)

Applied Leadership Competency 1 (2)

Interdisciplinary Individual Project 13 (3)

Elective Modules* 1 (1)

Expertise

Master Thesis Seminar 3 5 (3)

Master Thesis 25 (1)

ECTS (SWS) 30 (20) 30 (20) 30 (17) 30 (4)

Elective Modules e.g.:
· Second Language
· Alignment Courses in Marketing
· Statistics, Rendering Technique
· Formal Aesthetics
· Tape Rendering
· Business Mathematics
· Eyetracking, Photography
· Dramaturgy
· Lighting Design
· etc.

* 



Studying at Salzburg 
University of
Applied Sciences

Campus Urstein

Campus Kuchl

Salzburg University of Applied Sciences 
offers practical course content in line with 
the requirements of business and society. 
Qualified and experienced teaching staff from 
both scientific and practical fields guarantee 
an academic education of the highest standard. 
Together with the first-rate facilities in our 
lecture halls and laboratories, they provide 
the basis for a successful course of study. 
Our locations, offering a total of 18 bachelor
programmes, 12 master programmes and 
further education possibilities, are situated 
in some of the most beautiful regions in the 
world. Whether you are an art and architecture 
buff, a music fan or a lover of the great out-
doors, Salzburg combines historical heritage 
and modern lifestyle culture to offer something 
for everyone. 

Urstein Campus: This campus is surrounded 
by greenery, next to the neighbouring medieval 
estate known as the »Meierei«. This modern 
building houses our central administrative offices 
and is where most of our degree programmes 
are taught. 

Kuchl Campus: This campus, built to contem-
porary »passive house« energy efficiency 
standards, is located amongst the greenery at 
the foot of the Tennengebirge mountains. 
Six of our degree programmes are based here. 

Salzburg Campus (University Hospital LKH): 
Practical lessons and some of the tuition for 
degree programmes in Health Studies, especially 
main parts for Nursing are held at the University 
Hospital in the city of Salzburg. 

Schwarach Campus (Kardinal Schwarzenberg 
Hospital): Our degree programme for Nursing is 
additionally held at the »Kardinal Schwarzenberg 
Klinikum« in Schwarzach (district of Pongau).

International: Gain experience abroad at one of 
our 150 partner institutions around the world. 
The global exchange of knowledge not only 
allows you to gain valuable insights into other 
cultures, but also to make lots of new friends. Our 
International Office will assist you in organising a 
semester or placement abroad. 

Career Center: We support students in planning 
their careers and entering the world of work. 
Students can benefit from exclusive free works-
hops on ‘career planning’ and a jobs and careers 
portal: www.fh-salzburg.ac.at/career-center

Sport: Our Sports Department offers our 
students the chance to take part in a wide range 
of courses and training programmes. 
Find out more at www.fh-salzburg.ac.at/sport

Living & studying: There is student housing 
located on the Urstein and Kuchl campuses. 
Please go directly to www.studentenheim.at 
for more information.

Public Traffic: There are excellent S-Bahn links 
(Line S3) between all locations.

Get to know 
us better:



Study mode: full-time
Length of study: 4 semesters
Degree awarded: Master of Arts in Business (MA)
Study places per year: 24
Location: Campus Kuchl
Tuition: 363 Euro / semester + ÖH fee (approx. 20 Euro)

Entrance requirements
∤ Subject-relevant university qualification (Bachelor or Diploma degree) at a   
 national or international university, or qualification from a comparable    
 degree course at a post-secondary education facility  
∤ In the core areas of design, economics and technology, a minimum of at   
 least 20 ECTS points respectively must be verified.
∤ Command of the German and English languages, spoken and written.  
 We reserve the right to request verification.

Application procedure
1. Online application on the FH (University of Applied Science) Salzburg 
 www.fh-salzburg.ac.at/online-bewerbung
 The application documents must contain the following papers:
 ·   Personal statement (letter of application including curriculum vitae
 ·   Study motivation and interests and plans)
 ·   Certificates (qualification certificates of relevant education or previous studies)
 ·   Supplementary documents (Bachelor thesis, projects, work sample portfolio, etc.) 
2. All applicants will go through an admissions procedure and will be invited for a   
 personal interview with the Director of Studies. 

You can find current dates and deadlines on our website. 

Further informations
www.fh-salzburg.ac.at/dpm-master 

Student projects
portfolio.fh-salzburg.ac.at

Contact
Fachhochschule Salzburg GmbH
Salzburg University of Applied Sciences
Markt 136a, 5431 Kuchl, Austria
T +43 50 2211-2001
office.dpm@fh-salzburg.ac.at
www.fh-salzburg.ac.at

Salzburg University of 
Applied Sciences 
is an institution of: Accredited by:
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Photo credits
Front cover: Stefan Schopf
Inner side left-hand: FH Salzburg / Wildbild
Inner side right-hand: 
Inside front cover: FH Salzburg / Wildbild

Mag. Romy Sigl
graduate, founder COWORKINGSALZBURG 

AUF*WIND - design thinking

»The degree course Design & Product Management 
decisively influenced my career. The interconnection  

of marketing and design represented the perfect 
prerequisite for my entry into strategic design  
at KISKA. Today, as an entrepreneur, I benefit

 from this wide and practical  
education spectrum.«

Partner


